SYNTHETIC RELIGION TODAY           69

be due to physical and mental disorders, ignorance, caprice
and excessive emotional reactions. It may be said that there
is no stability or objectivity in the mystic experience. There-
fore, the institutionalists say that religion should be organized
and should make for social uplift. Corporate life is a moral
and spiritual discipline and is an environment for the evolving
mystic. It is in this way that the idea of churches and
creeds arises. For example, the Catholics believe that the
church is as infallible as God and its uniformity ultimately
is calculated to usher in the Kingdom of God on earth. In
the same way Islam insists on annexing the heathen world
to God by proselytizing and even by persecution. But this
is once again the way of exclusiveness and intolerance and
no religion has so far succeeded in establishing a uniform
faith. Uniformity is neither desirable nor possible. Every
man's faith is ultimately determined by his endowment,
environment and education and no two people have the same
kind of endowment or environment. Very often religious
organisation is a kind of departmental religion and the
organization grows by allying itself with the state and works
by force and diplomacy. The church and the state then
work together but sometimes come into dreadful conflict and
the result is disastrous to both. It is impossible to have a
theocracy, because theocracy becomes the rule by priestcraft
and its despotic power. The state protests against this
domination and becomes purely secular or the state and the
church may come to a political compromise which is based
more upon diplomacy than on inner purity. The problem
becomes more complicated in internationalism. There can-
not be a universal church just as there cannot be a universal
state. The only alternative to institutionalism as standardized
religion is the emphasis on inner mystic experience. Mysticism